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SUBJECT: JAPAN-KOREAN RELATIONS 

SUMMARY: ON AFTERNOON OF SEPT. 9 HABIB MET WITH AMBASSADOR 
YASUKAWA TO DISCUSS CURRENT STATE OF GOJ-ROK RELATIONS. 
DURING REVIEW OF SITUATION YASUKAWA SAID THAT MAJOR 
IMPEDIMENT TO DESPATCH OF LETTER TO PRESIDENT PARK INSTEAD 
OF PRIME MINISTER WAS GOJ CONCERN THAT PARK WOULD REJECT 
CONTENTS AND THERE WOULD THEN BE NO HIGHER AUTHORITY IN 
ROKG TO WHICH TO APPEAL. END SUMMARY. 

1. LETTER TO ROKG: YASUKAWA SAID THAT GOJ WAS PREPARED 
TO SEND LETTER TO ROKG WHICH WOULD: (A) EXPRESS AGAIN GOJ 
REGRET OVER DEATH OF MRS. PARK AND APPARENT INVOLVEMENT 
OF SOME ELEMENTS IN JAPAN IN INCIDENT; (B) STATE THAT 
JAPANESE AUTHORITIES ARE DOING UTMOST AND WILL CONTINUE TO 
DO UTMOST TO CARRY OUT INVESTIGATION IN COOPERATION WITH 
ROKG AUTHORITIES; (C) MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PREVENT 
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TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN JAPAN; AND (D) EMPHASIZE THAT BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS SHOULD COOPERATE TO PREVENT A FURTHER 
DETERIORATION IN RELATIONS. YASUKAWA SAID HOWEVER THAT 
QUESTION OF TO WHOM LETTER SHOULD BE ADDRESSED (PRIME 
MINISTER OR PRESIDENT) HAD NOT YET BEEN RESOLVED. HE SAID 
THAT PROBLEM WAS NOT THAT GOJ BEING STICKY ABOUT PROTOCOL 
BUT RATHER CONCERN WITHIN JAPANESE GOVERNMENT THAT IF LETTER 
IS SENT TO PARK AND PRESIDENT IS NOT SATISFIED WITH ITS 

CONTENTS, THERE WOULD BE A COMPLETE IMPASSE. IF ON OTHER 
HAND GOJ WAS SURE THAT PRESIDENT WOULD ACCEPT CONTENTS, 
LETTER TO PARK MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. AMBASSADOR HABIB ASKED 
IF GOJ HAD INFORMED ROKG OF THIS ELEMENT, AND YASUKAWA 
SAID HE DID NOT KNOW. AMBASSADOR HABIB SAID THAT HE DID 
NOT THINK THAT THIS POINT HAD EVER BEEN MADE CLEAR TO ROKG 
BUT THAT HE WOULD BE SURE THAT IT WAS COMMUNICATED 
DISCREETLY. 

2. SPECIAL ENVOY: YASUKAWA SAID THAT HE FELT THAT GOJ 

WAS RELUCTANT TO SEND AN ENVOY TO KOREA. AMBASSADOR HABIB 
SAID THAT WE HAD RECEIVED IMPRESSION THAT ROKG ATTACHED 
GREAT IMPORTANCE TO SPECIAL ENVOY AND IN FACT ENVOY MIGHT 
BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT TO KOREANS THAN LETTER OR ITS 
CONTENTS. HE CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT THIS SHOULD BE 
CAREFULLY SOUNDED OUT. HE RECALLED FACT THAT AT TIME OF 
KIM TAE JUNG INCIDENT, PRIME MINISTER KIM HAD BROUGHT 
LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER AND KOREANS WERE DRAWING STRICT 
PARALLELS BETWEEN GESTURES MADE BY ROK AT THAT 
TIME TO GESTURES EXPECTED FROM GOJ IN CURRENT SITUATION. 
AMBASSADOR HABIB SAID, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE CONVINCED THAT 
THE ROKG IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT SOMETHING LESS THAN ITS 
FULL DEMANDS BEING MET BY GOJ. 

3. POLICE INVESTIGATION: YASUKAWA SAID THAT GOJ WOULD 
INFORM ROKG IN A FEW DAYS OF THE FINDINGS OF JAPANESE 
INVESTIGATION INTO INCIDENT. HABIB SUGGESTED THIS BE DONE 
IN SUCH A WAY AS TO GIVE IMPRESSION THAT THE INVESTIGATION 
WILL BE KEPT OPEN AND NOT CLOSED OUT UNTIL ATMOSPHERE 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES HAD IMPROVED. KISSINGER 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** LIMDIS 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ASSASSINATION, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, POLITICAL 
SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: kelleywO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE1 97975 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RMDEMING:CB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D740250-0692 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740982/aaaahdeu.tel 

Line Count: 103 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUL 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <10 MAR 2003 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> srp 971 031 

Subject: JAPAN-KOREAN RELATIONS SUMMARY: ON AFTERNOON OF SEPT. 9 HABIB MET WITH AMBASSADOR 
TAGS: PFOR, JA, KS, (YASUKAWA) 

To: SEOUL 
TOKYO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



